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Joint press release by Riverwatch and EuroNatur

“White Book Sava” presented

++ Threats and opportunities for one of the most valuable rivers of Europe ++ Flood
protection approach prepared ++ World Wetlands Day on February 2 ++

Vienna, Radolfzell, February 1, 2017. On the occasion of this year’s World Wetland Day on
February 2, the environmental organisations Riverwatch and EuroNatur present today the
“"White Book Sava” - a comprehensive work about one of the ecologically most valuable but
least known rivers of Europe.

The “White Book Sava” depicts the ecological importance of this unique river as well as the
threats it is facing for the first time in an easy readable, condensed form. At the same time, the
book provides concrete suggestions of how flood protection can be improved and the Sava
preserved as a life line. In cooperation with the campaign “Save the Blue Heart of Europe” and
the SavaParks network, the Vienna consultant FLUVIUS collected data and facts about the Sava
and her tributaries, analyzed satellite images and calculated areas in over a year’s work. The
results are presented in 57 maps in an extra atlas part. This White Book provides an
unprecedented, reliable basis for decisions about the future of the Sava and its residents.

The Sava is the longest river in the Balkans. On her path of 926 kilometers from her source in
Slovenia to her mouth into the Danube at Belgrade, the river is lined with 170,000 ha of
floodplain forests (40,500 ha softwood and 141,000 hardwood forests), as well as 25,000 ha wet
pastures. This is without par in Europe. Taking a look at the biodiversity makes Sava’s value
obvious: amongst other species, 900 pairs of white stork nest in the villages along the Sava and
over 80 pairs of white-tailed eagles breed in the extensive floodplain forests.

The White Book offers concrete suggestions for sustainable and natural flood protection. 143
areas suitable for relocation of dikes were identified along the Sava. This would allow a total of
185,000 ha of former floodplain forests and pastures to be flooded once again, creating
capacities for an additional 3.1 billion cubic metres of water to be stored naturally in the event of
a flood. This would decrease and slow down a flood wave considerably while at the same time
increasing the ecological quality of the floodplains. Flood protection along the Sava is a dominant
topic not only since the historic flood in 2014. 80 per cent of former floodplain area - even
forests and pastures - have been disconnected by dams and dikes in the past, exacerbating flood
events. “Rather than relying exclusively on technical flood protection through more and more
and increasingly high dikes, a more modern approach of flood protection needs to be
implemented - in collaboration with nature rather than against it. This White Book shows how
and where this is possible”, says Ulrich Eichelmann, coordinator of the “Save the Blue Heart of
Europe” campaign at Riverwatch.

Apart from the big opportunities for the Sava, the White Book also demonstrates the threats.
Virtually the entire river course is threatened by projects which - if implemented as planned -



would destroy the river along with its tributaries. 582 hydropower plants are projected in the
Sava river basin: 20 of which on the Sava itself (mostly in Slovenia), the remaining are to dam
her tributaries. This would have devastating consequences. For instance, the upper reach of the
Sava together with several tributaries such as the Una, Sana and Drina provide the last paradise
for the Huchen - a globally endangered predaceous fish species, up to 1.5 meters in length. More
than half of its global population finds habitat here. If dams are being constructed within Huchen
stretches, scientists predict a total collapse of the population.

Extensive and illegal gravel removal from the river channel poses another threat: according to a
survey, approximately 950,000 tons of sediments are being dredged annually from the Sava, and
another 1.29 million tons from her tributaries, particularly the Vrbas and the Drina. This is ten
times the amount of sediments, the Sava transports to the Danube each year. The effects are
severe: river digs deeper into its bed, causing a drop in groundwater level, protective
constructions may collapse, and the flood risk increases downstream of extraction sites.

“The Sava is at a crossroad. We have the chance and the know-how to preserve this life line and
improve flood protection at the same time. Now, the know-how simply needs to be
implemented”, says Theresa Schiller, coordinator of the “Save the Blue Heart of Europe”
campaign at EuroNatur.

Background information

“White Book Sava” for download: White Book Study, White Book Map Annex

e The campaign “Save the Blue Heart of Europe” aims to protect the most valuable rivers in the
Balkans. The campaign is coordinated by the NGOs Riverwatch and EuroNatur and carried
out together with partner organisations in the Balkan countries.

e More information about the Sava at http://balkanrivers.net/en/key-areas/sava-river

e World Wetlands Day 2017 http://www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day

o Photos attached: The attached photo material can be used once in connection with this press

release and indicating photo credits. Photos in print quality on request.

1. The best flood protection system: intact floodplain forests along the Sava © Goran Safarek

2. For the first time, the “White Book Sava” describes the ecological importance and threats
of the Sava - one of the most valuable but least known rivers of Europe - in an easy
readable, condensed form. © EuroNatur
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MOKPAJMHCKM 3ABOA
3A SALLTUTY MPUPOAE

3ajegHMuUKO caonwTewe 3a meauje og ctpaHe , Riverwatch” u ,, EuroNatur”

,bena Kwura peke Case” Bam npegcrassba

++0OnacHoctn n moryhHocTH 3a jegHy oA HajBpeaHMjux peka EBpone ++ MpunpemsbeH npeanor
oa6paHe og nonnasa ++ CBETCKU AaH BAAXKHUX noapyyja 2. pebpyap++

beu, Pagonduen (Radolfzell), 1. pebpyap 2017. Nosogom oBoroauiirber obenexkaBarba CBeTCKOr
[aHa BNaXKHWX nogpydja, 2. ¢pebpyapa, opraHMsaumje 3a 3aWTUTY NPUPOLE U XKMBOTHE cpeanHe
,Riverwatch” u ,,EuroNatur”, npeacrassbajy ,beny Kwbury peke Case” — cBeobyxBataH npukas jegHe
0/, €KONIOLWKM Haj3HavajHMjUX @ NPUTOM HajMakbe No3HaTUX peKa y EBponu.

Bena khura peke CaBe onucyje eKONOLWIKY Y/0ry OBe jeAMHCTBEHE PEKe, Kao M yrpoxkasajyhe
baKTope Kojuma je peka u3noxeHa, No NPBU NyT Yy je4HOM NIAKO PAasyM/bMBOM U CAXKETOM O0BAUKY.
NcToBpemMeHo, KibMra NpyKa KOHKpeTHe npeasiore Kako nobosbluaTu 3alWITUTY 04, NONaBa U NPUTOM
cayyBaTW KMBOTBOPHY ynory Case. Y capagmu ca Kamnarwom ,CavyBajmo nsaso cpue Espone” wm
,CaBallapkc” mpexom, KoHcynTaHTcKa Kyha ,FLUVIUS” npukynuna je nogaTtke 1 UnkseHuue o Casu u
HEHUM MPUTOKAMa, aHaIN3UPana CaTeIMTCKE CHUMKE U U3BPLLIMIA HEONXOAHE NPOopaYvyHe, 33 HeLWTo
BULLE OZ roOAMHY AaHa. Pe3ynTaT oBOr pafa NpeactaB/beH je Ha 57 KapTu yHyTap M3y3eTHO BENKOr
KapTorpadckor npunora. OBa bena Kkbura npyKa jeaMHCTBEHY, NOy34aHYy OCHOBY 33 O4Jly4MBakbe O
6yayhHocTh peke CaBe M CTAHOBHWULLTBA HA HeHMM 0banama.

CaBa je Hajaoy»ka peKka Ha bankaHy. Ha cBom ToKy gyrom 926 Kunometapa og u3sopa y ChoseHunju oo
ywha y [lyHaB Kog beorpaga, peka je nosesaHa ca 170.000 ha nonnaBHux (BnaxkHux) wyma (40.500
ha mekunx nuwhapa m 141.000 ha TBpamx nuwhapa), Kao 1 25.000 ha BnaxKHUX Nawbaka. Y EBponu
HEMA CAUYHMX NpuMepa. Y norneny 6uonoLwKe pa3HOBPCHOCTM 3HaYaj Cage je ounrnesaH: usmehy
octanux Bpcta, 900 naposa bene poae ce rHesam y cennmma Ay pexke Cae a 80 naposa op/a
6enopenaHa y NpoCTpaHMM NOMNABHUM LUyMama.

Bena KrbMra npyxa KOHKpeTHe Mnpegsiore 3a O4PXWMBY M NPUPOAHY oadpaHy o4 nornsiasa.
NaoeHTndmKoBaHo je 143 noapyyja NOrogHUX 3a M3mellTare oabpambeHunx Hacmna oy Case. Ha Taj
HauMH 61 ce 0bHOBWIO NaB/bere YKYNHO 185.000 ha M3BOPHO NOMIaBHMX WyMa M NallkbaKka, npu
yemy 6M ce KanauuTeTu 3a npujem Boga nosehanu 3a 3,1 muamjapay KybHUX meTapa y cayvajy
nonnase. To 61 3Ha4YajHO CMarbMIO M YCNOPWUAO NOMNAABHE Tanace a UCTOBpemMeHo 6u ce nobosblao
€KO/IOWKKN CTAaTyC MNNAB/bEHUX CTaHMWTA. 3aliTUTa O, MOMJABA je K/by4YHO NUTakbe, He camo of
uctopmjcke nonnase 2014. roauHe. Yak 80 npoueHaTa HeKadaluker anyBujanHor (niassbeHor)
nogpyyja Case, yk/bydyjyhu wyme un nawmake, o4B0jEHO je 04 BOAOTOKA BpaHama W ycTaBama, LWITO
je nosehano pusmnK og nonsiasa. ,YMeCTo Aa ce 0C/lakbaMo CaMO HA TEXHUYKA pellera y 3aTUTU 04,



nonsiaBa CTtaJiHMm nosehatbeM BUCMHE Hacuna, NOTPebHO je MPUMEHUTU CaBpPEMEHWUjU MPUCTYn y
ofbpaHM o4 noniasa —y capagby ca NpUMpPOLOM a He NPoTMB te. OBa bena Krbura nprKasyje Kako u
roe je To moryhe”, peun cy Ynpuxa Ajxenmana (Ulrich Eichelmann), koopanHatopa Kamnakbe
,CauyBajmo nnaso cpue EBpone”, Kojy Bogm ,Riverwatch”.

Mopea Bennknx moryhHoctu 3a CaBy, bena Krbura nokasyje u yroxkaeajyhe ¢aktope. [0ToBO Leo TOK
peKke YrpoXKeH je MpojeKTUMa Koju 6Uu, akKo ce MMNIeMeHTUpajy y MOTNyHocTW, yHuwTuamn Casy
3ajeHO ca heHMM NpUTOKama. lNpojekToBaHe cy 582 xuapoenekTpaHe y camsy peke Case, o4 Kojux
cy 20 Ha camom HeHOM TOKY (yrnaBHom y Penybaunum CnoBeHnju), a npeoctane 6paHe cy Ha HeHUM
nputokama. OBo 6M morno Mmatu pasopHe nocneguue. Ha npumep, ropwsun Tok CaBe, 3ajegHo ca
HEKOJIMKO MPUTOKA, Kao WTo cy YHa, CaHa u [puHa npeactaB/bajy Nocnearu paj 3a mMaaguly,
rnobasHo yrpoXKeHy NpeaaTopcky BpcTy puba, Koja moxe aa HapacTe 40 1,5 meTpa y ayuHy. Buwe
0/, NO/IOBMHE CBETCKe nonynauuje oBux puba Mma cBoje cTaHUWTe oBAe. AKo bpaHe byay rpaheHe
YHyTap OBMX CTaHWLUTA, HayYHULUM NpeaBuhajy noTnyHW rybutak nonynaumje.

LLInpoko pacnpocTpatb€HO MPOTUB3AKOHUTO YKIakakbe LW/byYHKA U3 BOAOTOKA NPeACcTaB/ba jow jeaHy
NpeTHY: NPema UCTPAXKKMBamY, roamtbe ce nckona oko 950.000 ToHa cegumeHTa 13 Case 1 jow 1,29
MWIMOHA TOHa M3 HbEeHUX NMPUTOKA, NocebHo M3 Bpbaca n JpuHe. To je aeceT nyTa BuLWe o4, YKynHe
KONMYMHEe cegmMmeHaTa Koje CaBa ucTtanoXu y [lyHaB cBake roguHe. llocneguue ose npakce cy
036U/bHE: peKa ce yKonasa cBe Ayb/be y CBOM KOPUTY, LWITO Y3pOKYyje naj HMBOa NMog3eMHUX BOAa,
3aWTUTHM 06jEKTU Ce MOTYy YpPYLUUTK, @ PU3MK OZ, NOMNIaBa, HU3BOAHO Of SIOKaumja Ha Kojuma ce Bagm
W/byHaK, ce nosehasa.

»,Peka CaBa je Ha pacKpCHULM. MMamo MPUAKKY M 3HaEe Aa CayyBamo OBY JIMHWjY KMBOTa U A3, Y
NCTO Bpeme, Nobosbliamo 3aWTUTY o4 NonaaBHMX Boga. Cada camo Tpeba MMNAemMeHTUPaTU TO Halle
3Hame", Kaxe Tepesa LUunep (Theresa Schiller), koopamHaTop Kamnawe EURONATUR-a ,Cnacumo
nnaso cpue Espone”.

DopaTtHe nHpopmauyuje:
¢ ,Bena kmura peke Case” 3a npeysmmarbe (download): White Book Study, White Book Map Annex.

e Kamnarba “Save the Blue Heart of Europe” nma 3a un/b Aa 3alITUTU HajBpeaHUje peKe Ha bankaHny.

Kamnawy KoopamHupajy ,,HBO Riverwatch” u ,EuroNatur” n cnpoBoge je 3ajeiHO ca NapTHEPCKUM
opraHusaumjama y semsbama bankaHa.

¢ Buie nidpopmaumja o Casu Ha: http://balkanrivers.net/en/key-areas/sava-river

o CBETCKM AaH BRaXHuX ctaHuwTa 2017 http://www.ramsar.org/activity/world-wetlands-day

e CnuKke y npunory: MNMpunoxeHn dotorpadcku matepujan ce MoxKe KOPUCTUTM jedHOM Yy Be3n ca
OBMM caonwTerem U ca HazHayeHum aytopom. PoTtorpaduje y KBanMTETY 3a WTamMMy ce Wasby Ha
3axTeB.

1. Haj6o/byM cucTem 3alITUTE 04, NOMNaBa: HeTakHyTe nonaasHe Wwyme y3 Casy © lopaH Cadapek

2. Mo npsu nyT, ,bena Kwura peke CaBe” onucyje eKONOLWKN 3HaYaj U yrpoxKaBajyhe dakTope Ha
CaBu - jegHOj 04 HajBPEeAHUNUX, AN U HajMmake NO3HATMX peKa EBpone — Ha NaKo YMT/bMB U CaXKeT
HaunH. © EuroNatur
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Ulrich Eichelmann - Riverwatch: ulrich.eichelmann@riverwatch.eu  +43 676 6621512

Katharina Grund - EuroNatur: katharina.grund@euronatur.org + 49 7732 92 72-10 (npecc KOHTaKT)

OuiuBep Pojkap - [lokpajuHcky 3aBo/, 3a 3amITUTY npupoze, HoBu Cag;: oliver.fojkar@pzzp.rs
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